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Thios. B. Rerp clearly meant what he
paid when he his determina-
tion to tetire to private life.

WasmxgToN's hatehet is in some sense
the property of the Nutivn, but the one
which has been deing such wild work in
Kansas is the property of Mrs. Nation.
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Spvenrar, other Confedernte Camps
have joined with that of New Orleans in
protesting against the invitation of Presi-
dent McRinley to the Confederate e
union at Memphis. They are so loyak

WiaiLe they are enlogizing Chief Jus-
tice Murshall no one mentioned how bit-
terly be was abused during his lifetime.
He was the origingl Imperialist. Because
be insisted that this wns a Nation, and
not a loose ageregation of States, all the
Calhounites denounced him as a man who
wos trying 1o erect o despotism on the
ruins of the liberty of the States, and even
President Jackson refused the Executive
power to enforce his decisions, which to
day are recogoized as eminently righteous
and souud.

GrEAT BniTaix lTns decidd to rej
the amended Hay-Pauncefote treaty. She
has an idea that by doing so she can gnin
some advantages in Alaska in a future
deal.

Kixo Epwakp Viin has waited too long
for his present job, and likes it too well,
to risk the slightest danger of losing it by
being at all bumpticus about baving his
own way.

—————

IF some of the editors who are giving
advice to King Edward VIL would onls
read au little English history, and know
somethiug of what they are talking about,
their advice would bave more sense, il
not value,

Jas, R. Garrison, who was a coal-
heaver on board the Hart{ford, when she
entered Mobile Bay, and is now an inmate
of the Spldiers’ Home at Hampton, was
last week given & medal for meritorious
conduct. He was severely wounded in the
foot and Admiral Farrsgut, sotiving him,
ordered him below. He declined to go,
and stuck to his post antil the action was
over. Adwiral Farragut reécommended
bim for a medal.

Senntor Thurston absolutely declines to
allow Lhis name o be used in the Ne-
braska Senatorial contest. He says that
be canuvot afford to remnin in politios,

——
DEATH OF -B. M. PRENTISS,

Gen. Benj. M. Prentiss, one of the
strikiug Ogures of the war, passed nway
at his home in Bethany, Mo, Feb, 5,

ed 51. He was born in Virginia, but
like a large portion of the ploneers of 11i-
nols, his purents preferred a home on five
soil to life in the sigvery-ridden Old Deo-
minion. He came to early mavhood about
the time of the Mexican War, and at once
voluptesred for it as Adjutant of the Ist
1. He came Lhome a Captain, 1lle was
an uncotditional Unionlst, nnd amoug the
Yery finit o bLegin taising troops wundes
Pregident Lincoin’s first call. He organ-
ized a compuny and led it o Cairo, which
wis then a poist of highest importance,
&3 its possession involved the control of
the Mississppi, Ohlo, Tenbessee and Cum
berland Rivers. His company was the nu-
cleus of the 10th UL, of which he becawe
Colonel. The rebels advanced 1o Colum
bus, Ky., 20 miles below (Csiro, and for
a while it scemed Lhat the first great col-
lision would occur i that neighborhood.
Prentiss was made Brigadier-General,
apd placed in command, while Gideon J,
Pillow, who had attsined tne fomue in
the Mexican War, commanded the rebels
at Columbus, Pillow was & master-band
at sounding procimmations =zod appeals,
and Prentiss folly hus equal. It was a day
of protiamatious and appeals, especially
in the thenter of war immedintely around
the mouth of the Oblo. In spite of themr
fondness for sonorous rhetoric, both Gen-
eruls were very brave and obstinate fight
ers. )

Gen, Preatiss bad the first opportuuity
to show his real mettle in the battle of
Shiloh, when he commapded g division,
Among the many represeutulives of Shi-
loh his reputation for swinle suffersd
worst. There was some prejudice ngnins
him on aceount of his effusive proclama-

tion babit, and this lent eredence to the
charge that his division kad been snr-
prised and eaptured. When the facts be-
came known it was found that he had
been at least as ready ss Sherman and
the other Dvision (% anders: that he
bad fought Lis division with unsurpessed

akill and courage all t hitter
April, 1862 and anly surrendered
went of it at sundown, when furt
sistance was nseless, wnd all retr
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DEATH OF A PAST COMMANDER-IN-
CHIEF,

The veterans and the people of Wash-
ington were inexpressibly startled last
Sunday morning by the announcement
that Past Commander-in-Chief and Rep-
rescutative Albert D. SBhaw, of New York,
liad been found dead in his room at the
Riggs Honse. Comrade Shaw had appar-
ently been in the best of health ever sinee
he came on to take his seat nt the open-
ing of Congress. Recently he had been
deeply interested in the Court of Pension
Appeals Bill, which had been proparved
amd  presented under his administration,
and s a member of the House Commit-
Invalid I"ensions he had done he-
roic work for it. The Chairman of the
Committee, Mr, Sulloway, was opposed to
the bill, and none-too-nice in bis methods
of oppusition, and Comrade Shaw had
struggled with him at every step.  Satur-
day evening he was one of the guests of
the Department of the Potomae at the
bangquet given at the Ebbitt House to
Commanderdn-Chief Rassieur, and ap-
in execellent health and spirits.
coinrades thought the speech he
le was the very best they had ever
heard from him., He went to bhis hotel
ahout midnight, and shortly after rang
for a bell-boy, and asked for hot woter,
cowapliining  of His secre-
tury had an appointment with him for 10
o'elock Sunday morning, Lot sur-
prised not to find him up. A bell-boy was
ealled, who climbed wp and losked over
the transom, and disvovercd the sad fact,
A physician and the Coroner were sum-
maned. The physician decided that the
death wus due to apoplexy, nnd had come
suddenly and painlessly.  Speaker Hen-
derson was notified, and he directed the
Sergeant-at-Arms 1o take charge of the
remainge  Comuumnder-in-Chief Rassiear
directed a detail of G. Ao I comrades to
asecompany them to New Youk,

A. D. Shaw was borm in Jefferson Co.,
N. Y., 59 years ago Inast December, and
in June, 1841, enlisted in the 35th N, Y.,
a two-years regiment, in which he served
his full term, and was then connected with
the army in varions capacities uutil the
close of the war, He was clected to the
New York Seuate shortly after the close
of the war, and was also Colonel of the
36t N. Y. N.G. He resigned to become
Consul"to Toronto, and was subsequently,
for eficiency, promoted to the important
Consulship of Muanchester, England, and
remnined there until removed by Cleve-
lahd, as an ofensive partisan. He re-
turned to his bome in Watertown, N. Y.,
sl was elected Commander of the De-
purtment of New York, G. A, R., and at
the Philadelphia National Encampment
was elected Commander-in-Chief.  Afler
his retirement f(rom this office he was
Jected Kepresentative from the 24th Dis-
trict of New York—Jefferson, Lewis and
Oswego Countics—by the largest Republi-
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parared

indigestion.

was

an vote ever cust for a candidate., He
was scrrving out the unexpired term of
Representative Chickering, who was

fvund dead in a New Yurk hotel Feb. 13
of last year. The full term for which
he was elected would have begun March
3. His deariy-beloved wife died Feb. 9,
1000, or within » few hours of a year be-
fore. Comrade Shaw wus a warm-heart-
ed, zealous comrade, a cultivated, genial
man, of imposing personal appearance,
and a very eloguent, forceful speaker.

THE VIC10US SUB~TITUTE
Certain publications in the press and
asgertions by the Secretury of the Interior
in regard to the attitude of thie Command-
er-in-Chief and (. A. R. Nationa! Pension
Committees toward the Court of Pension
Appeals Bill, and toward the substitute
prepared by Mr, Evans, and introduced to
hend off that hill, and known as “The See-
retary's Bill,” induced the Commander-in-
Chief to request a hearing by the House
Committee on Invalid Pensions for him-
self end Chairman Brown., This was
ziven last Friday. The Commander-in-
Chief was present, but Chnirman Brown
did not come on.
The hearing took place last Fridoy, The
Commander-in-Chief asserted in the most
wsitive terms the loyalty of himself and
the Committee to the bill indorsed by the
National Encampment, denied emphuaticnl-
iy tha allegations to the contrury, and op-
posed vigorously the “Seevetary's Bill”
which it was claimed they favored. He
said that bill would satisfy nobody; it was
vicivus and un-American in principle, be-
cange it gave the Commissioner of Pen-
sions the right to selert the enses sub-
mitted, and not the claimant who consid-
ered himself sgerieved. It gave the See-
ratary the right to cerufy five Lills to the
Court of Claims, where now he has the
vight to certify any number be pleases. It
guve the velerans nothing that they nsked
tur, and did net approach the principle of
the bill for the Court of Pension Appeals,
which granted to veterans the common
Amerienn rights in regard to their pen-
sion claims which every citizen enjoyed in
respact to the mwost trifilng pieces of prop-
erty. So far as the ability of the pro-
posed Court of Appeuls to transact busi-
oess was concerned, he would say that as
a Probate Judge he had disposed of 5,000
cases, more of less complicated, in a year,
marey of which had been hanging on 1or
a number of years, He felt that the Ap-
peal Judges could dispose of cases with
equal facility. There were in reality but
few principles of Inw In controversy, and

derision earry with it thon-
sands cuses. The imnnense accumuls-
tion could be quickly disposed of, by rea-
sonable industry, and proper relief given
to tens of thousauds of long-waiting wet-

rans and their widows,

Judge Calderhead, of Kansas, made a
lengthy explanation of his opposition to
the Court of Appenls Bill. He sgaid that
in 3702 u similar bill had been pnassed by
Congress, and seven out of the eight Cir-
cuit Judges at that time in the United
Lad decided the bill uncoustitu-
Lic “5]. ll!li“lil'}"]l s i‘ wats not n court

(ne woald
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States

off, ‘The obztinner with which he 1
talned his position was an i

tor in giviug time for refop
on the banks of the Tennes

e the §
and infli

ing the finul repulse on 1t cla,  After|
being exch I, Gen, P § WRS given
command at Helena, Ark, and there,
J“i! 4, 1803, severely defeated the at-

tewmpt of Sterling Price to
place and cut Gen. Grant's ecomraunica-
tions on the Mississippi River. Gen.
Prentiss was commissioned a Muojor-Gen-
eral of Volupteers from Nov, 20, 1842,
This made him senior to n great many
other pushing, ambitious Major-Genernls,
who wanted bim cut of their way, and
revented his being properly cmpioyed, so
tpblt ke resigned from the army in the
Fall of 1863. He wos niways deeply in-
terested In politics, was a prominent fig-
ure in Republican Natioual Conventious,
and was a welcome speuker at veteran
gatherings, which he dearly loved to at-

plire

the

The General died poor. President Har-
rison appoiuted him Postmaster at Beth-
Mo., and at the time of his deuth

in the Countitutional sense, but merely
un Auditing Board, which heard ex pufite
evidence. Forty years later Chief Justice
t Taney bad reaMrmed that decision.  Allg
sion had been made to the Court of
Clalms, He had never believed in tTat
Court, did not think that it was a legal
body, and kis only consolation was that it
could not give a final decision.

Capt. Ges. II. Patrick, Special Aid in
chinrge of Pension Legisiation, replied to
this that the Committes were entirely fa-
miliar with the decisions referved to, and
bad given them careful cousideration, The
matter referred to was not an uttempt to
credte o uew Court, but to refer clajims
growing out of the war te the Judges of
the United States Cirewit Courts then es-
tablished, and it was :ightfolly held that
the act, as drawn, required the exercise of
oo judicial power by (he Judges, und they
declined to act as Commissioners, "The (3.
A. R. Bill proposed a Court in the real

any,
s bill to give him & pension of §50 a
month was pendiug in Congress.

senae, and against which those objections
could not be made, -

| For long time Lhey slrove to get

Judge Calderhead nsked if the claim-
ants were dissatisfied with the decisions
of the Conrt and wanted to appeal, where
the litigation would end?

Capt. Patrick reminded him that the
right of nppenl existed in every judicial
determination in the conntry, yet & very
small fraction of the litigants appenled.

Judge Calderhead said that he conld
not vote for the G. A. R. Bill, neither
conld he for the “Secretary’s Bill.”

The Committee decided that the Secre-
tary of the Interior shonuld be heard ngain
in regard to his bill, and the Commuander-
in-Chief decided that, in view of the im-
portance of the subject, he would stay
over until Monday, in order to be present
when the Secretary was heard.

A REASONABLE DOUBT,

Commissioner Evans fared very badly
at the hands of lis fellow-townsman,
resentative M. R. Gibson, of Tenuessee,
in o speech the lotter made in the House
Jan, 31

In a previous speech Representative
Gibson had shown 1 o very thoroughly the
Commissioner’s nbsolutely indefensible ex-
nctions in the maltter of evidence. Mr
Evans attempted to defend himself in a
fetter which was read by Gen. C. IH.
Grosvenor, and which contained the fol-
lowing:

In reply to n question by Hon. Mr. Gib-
son, as follows: “ls there any luw that
requires the Pension Burean 1o be satis-
hed  beyond  reasonnbile  doubt?” 1 an-
swered as follows: “l do not know that
there 1s, It is castomary in all conrts.”

After dissecting some of the Cominis-
sioner’s previons evasions and tergiversa-
tinns Mr. Gibson said:

The Commissioner's letter shows on its

face that I twice propounded to him the
question whether puof beyond a reasonn-
ble doubl was not required by the Pen-
stion Bureau, and on lus own showing he
evaded an answer to my lirst guestion,
and when 1 pressed him for soswer he
suys he answered that he did not know
whether such was the rale or not, but
that such o rule was “customary in all
courts.”
5o 1 am abundantly content to let this
izsue be determined by the Commission-
er’s own letter. 1 will addd, howerer, that
it would not be safe for the honorable
Commissioner to appeal to the lovalid
Pensivn Committee on this question.

1 take it, Mr. Chairman, that Com-
missioner Evans either did not know what
the mle of evidence was in his Boreau,
or else did not consider the full cffect of
the rule. This is a charitable view of
the mntter.

It is very clear from this that not only
Mr. Gibson, but all the membérs of the
luvalid Pensicns Committee have betome
tiresomely familiar with Mr. Evans’s gen-
ernl trickiness and absolute unreliability.
Continuing, Mr, Gibson said:

The honorable Commissioner insists
that the reasonabledoubt rule is “euns-
tomary in all courts.” 1 beg leave to say,
Mr. Chairman, the Commissioner is griey-
ously mistaken in this matter. lostead
of such a rule being “eustomary in all
courds,” there is not a eourt in the United
States or in the British Empire where
such a rule prevails in civil enses, The
rule of reasonable doubt is applicd ounly
i criminal eases, 1 hope the honornble
Commissioner does not wean to insist, or
to even iusinunte, that & pension claim is
in the nuture of a eriminal suit against
the Government!

That is the gist of the whole matter,
Mr. Evans insists that a pension claim
i5 in the nature of a criminal proceeding,

tep-

with the conditions reversed, and the
cluimant being  required to  produce
stronger prouf than the State would to
hang him.

As to what “is customary in all courts,"”
Mr. Gibson said:

In note b to section 13a of Greenleaf
on Evidence (16th ed., p. 23) the rule ns
to the quantity of proof required is stated
thus:

““I'here seems to be ai the present time
no exception in the United States to the
two rules (1) that in erzoinel cases the
Jury must be satisfied beyond a reasonable
doubt by the proof, and (2) that in avil
cases they may decide upon the mere pre-
ponderance of evidence,”

That is the rule that is “customary in
all courts.” “No exception to it in the
United States” snys Greenleaf, a stand-
Ard duthotity on questions of evidence.
A wmers preponderance of evidence is all
that is necessnry in a eivil case, and yet
the Peasion Burena for sears las been
enforeing the rule applicable to criminal
cases,  Might here, Mr, Chairman, 1 be-
ueve is the secret of the unnpopularity of
the IPecusion Bureésu and the canse of the
injustice it has done,

Io the courts of the [nited States a
caimant ean recover a judgment of a mil.
aon dollars on a were preponderance of
proof in his favor, but in the I’ension
oileny, I order o gel a pension of $6
4 mouth, you must prove your case be-
soud a reasopable doubt; that i, you most
wake the same quantity of proof you
would be required to muke to convicl a
man of murder in the first degrie. In
short, the claimant in a pension case is
treated as though he was proving a evimi-
nal case against the Government instead
of & civil emse. No wonder so many old
soldiers and widows have failed to prove
their ¢lnims to the satisfaction of the
Pension Bureau!

- - -
TEXAS CONTRIBUTIONS,

We have reccived the following addi-
tional contribution for the relief of Texus
sufferers:

Previously acknowledged ........5704.53
A. B. Haskins Post, Bigota, 11, 2.00
Grand Army of the Republie,
Women's Relief Corps,
Reliet Department.
2U0 Main Street,
Houston, Jan, 29, 1901,
Mrs., Ada C. Work, Custodian.,

Eoiror Natioxan Trmsuxe: The De-
partment Commander of the G, A, R. di-
rects me Lo acknowledge with thanks your
favor of the 20th inst., with enclosure of
#5565 to be applied to relief of G, A, I
storm sufferers,

Yours very traly,
Apa C. Work,
Custodinn,

- —_— - - =
Suator Hanna hes been elected 2 mem-
ber of Memorial Post, Cleveland, O., but
bas not yet been mustered in.

The President has appoiuted a son of
Rear-Admiral Thos, O, Belfridge, Jr,, to
Annapolis. This makes thres generations
of Thos, 0, Selftidges on the naval rolls
at otie time. Rear-Admiral Thos, Q. Sel-
fridge, Br., was retired in 186G, and is
now penriy 100 years old.

Tun marine engineers have heen doing

marvels o the way of getting the most
power out of a given quuntity of coal,
& Mall
hotse-power per bour out of guch ;umnlll
of conl, nod now they are passing that
point, and getting it out of small pur-
centnges less than that a pound. The heat
pussing out from under the boilers is util-
ized to wnrm the water that goes into
the boilers, and the alr for the furnaces,
and nlso to belp superheat the steam. The
water now enters the baoilers at 200 de-
grees, and when the steam starls for the
cylinders it mensures 40044 degrees, or
hot enough to readily melt tin. The air
goes into the fornace at 290 degrees, It

is estbunted that in this way, with coal |
costing $4 a ton, n ton of freight cau be

earried 275 miles, ut a cost for fuel of one
cent,
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On theMarch tothe Sea

Coyrighted, 1539, by the publishers of THE NaTioNAL
THIRUSE,

The reader starta now with the beginning
of the story of the haps and mizshaps to “‘eur
boys''— 81, Shorty and the squad—thrsughout
the memorable march of Eherman’'s army
from Atlanta to the sea.

BEGINNING OF THE MARCH TO THE SEA

The Boys Revisit the Town Where They So
Narrowly Escaped Hauging—They Meet
ana Hecogmize a Number of Old Acguatnt-
ances—They Give the Georgiaus an Un-
lookvd-10T and Very impo.iant Lesson.

| EpiTorial. Nore.—For the benefit of
new readers of ‘THeE NATIONAL URiBUNE
we will suy that Si Kilegg, Shorty and the
rest of the boys, in trywug 0 escape from
Andersenvilie to the Umon lines the pre-
vious August, had been recaptured and
put in a nowome jail in a litde Georga
vulage, whete o mob, instigated by “Haip-
of-u-thousnud-strings”’ Kiger, tried to hang
e —EMTOE NATIOSAL TRIBUNE. |

Si and his squad soon came to the top
Of & ol which overipoked the stiaggiing,
s Btte Vinage of Haug-lown, s
Sttty sud the rest persisted i culling it
W LUl sllowing theiaseives out 1 the
ropd, ey hiled 1or a4 lew punutes w
sliuy it, abd recall thelr nuseravie expern-
Ciices There Uhe previous August.  auout
wits oniy a lite over two montis away,
pul it seemed u century. Such an inbnity
of things bad bappensd since, ‘Lhen Uiey
were nungiy aud baggand, unutterably
sore in every inub, hunted down by duy
and might, m the nndst of & commuiity
where every wlite may was more auges-
ous than a wisd peast, and thewr bnghrest
Lupes were merely 0 escupe with lite ang
idub from perys which Desel wvery step.
It secued that there wis nol 4 drop in sor-
W s cup ieft untasted by toem.  ‘Lhe
Vicious rablie mnto whose hands they hoad
falen were coulideut, mpudent and de
uant—heaping hatred, contumery and de
riston on the suered cause which was
dearer o them than life itself. Arter hav-
g cost 1) Lmon hives, Atanta st
mocked aud defied the Umon army. ‘Lue
poys had ounly pedn rescued from an igne-
winious deatys by a fortuitous chance,

Sisce then they had been bowe, and
drunk pew and greater drafls from toe
ivuntaim of the Beauty and Giory of laie.
o1 bad bad the crowning joy of union with
the beloved of his heait; Shorty had feit
it sonic measure of e sume happiness
was vouchsated himu, kach of the others
and had something come in o greauy
vivily snd broaden life. Atlunta wos now
put 2 heap of smodering runs—a g
of so littie moment that toey could marcu
ofl and léave it without further care or
thonght. The Union army wias sweeping
resisticssiy over Georgin, 1t seemed as a1
the world had turned clenr around since
tose dresaiol  August days, but toat
muserable ntue vilimge had not changed &
particle. It lay there in the brnght No-
veimber suushuoe, just ns they remeinbered
il in the giare of August. “Uhere was the
same gnig of long-hured, nugempt, shao-
buy-nttred  lonters hanging sround the
vunbing, shackling, weatoer-beaten old
wyern; the smne rugged, gnaried locusts
in front, suitng win the dunpddation of
mien and bouding; the same [oriorn mest-
ing-house, the spine villwoous “grocery,’
with emptied whisky barrels in troot; the
same evi-iookmg Jittle Jai. The boys even
made out, the eight scrub oaks, wihueh had
besn trimmed up for their gallows, And
as they looked, they suw & sour-visaged
man, with a broad bat, and nding a noe
horse, pace diguBediy up to the taveru,
where e was received with murked dis-
Luction by some of the more respectable-
iouking men, who had appuarentiy gathered
there to mwect him,

“1 deciare, if thers isn’t Elder Horn-
blower, even,” exclmmed 8. 1 wonder if
e has come Lo preach his famous sermon
about the ‘spoilers cemnng upoa all the
tigh pluces tiwough the wuderness? LElis
sermon’s coming truer than hedresmed 0.

“Were piaying in great luck to find hum
here," suid Shorty, with & grim siguib-
cunce, that Loded no good to that sand-
hill Boaneirges, “There'll be some spoiling
upow that he ¢ean preach about with leel-
ing—if he lives to preach any more. 1'm
gind those trees are still standing, and all
rendy. Mhey'il come handy now.”

Si noticed to the right a creek Bowing
from the hills, with a4 deep, willow-viiled
ravine, which would enabie them to get
quite pear the tavern without being dis-
covered.

“Uhey've got some very good horses
there, Shorty,” he said, “which they ve
suved from the rebel's presging agents, and
which our nriny needs. 1 want thac one
wysell which the Elder is riding.”

“Uonfound it, 1| wanted that one my-
self,” grumbled Shorty. ““lrust you to pick
vt the best hoss on sight., You ain't the
aonof a Baptist Deacon for nothing."”

“We'll argue that at some fotore time,”
#aid Si.  ““I'he main thing now's not to
let any o them get away, nor their hosses,
I think I recogmze severnl gents there thuat
we've an account to settle with., Let's
skirt nlong through the woods until we
come to the head o' that holler, sud then
foller the crick down to the rond. Don't
auybody make the least noise. Pete, you
and Sindy can stay back hore, keaping
under cover, until you see us roise the
bauk, and then you gallop down, yelling at
the top o' your volces."

The erowd aboul the taven were so en-
grossed by the arrival of the Elder, with
his budget of news of the wur, that it was
ensy for Bi and his squad to make their
way unsuspected to the point aimed at.

Appareutiy, the Eider's message was so
important that it had to be communicated
in the form of a publie speech, He was
not reluctant to this. He was one of those
old-time Gospelers, who felt it their duty
to “improve every occumion with & few re-
marks,” He suffered himself to be led to
the horse-block, which he mounted, flour-
ished his red bandannpa like n signal Hag,
uud blew his nose with a trumpet sound,
to give his besrvers time to settie around,
and get in & properly uwxpectant frume of
mind,

“Friends —ah, feller-cltizens — ah, be-
loved brethren—ab,” he begaw, “I've bina-
predchin® ' yo' the Word fer many years—
ah, aud I've frsckwently took as my text—
ah, the 12th verse—ah, o' the 12th chapter
—uh, of the 'rophecies of Jereéminh—ah,
which says—ah:

“The spoilers are come upon all high
ploces through the wilderness—sh, The
sword shall devour—ah, from oue eend of
the lund—al, even to the othier send of the
lanil—ah. No tlesh shall hiave peace—ah." **

“Same old string—same old burdy-

gurdy,” said Si, looking at the cap of his
U,
E “I declure, there's that weazened, knook-
koeed, little sardine, Tite Brown,” said
Shorty, “the orneriest little whelp in the
guny, that'd picked me out to hang, be-
cuiise 1 was the biggest in the squad. |
won't do nothing to him but naturally
break him in two, and throw each half to
thir dogs,”

“Hist! not so loud,” warned 8i. “Yes,
and there's that pot-bellied old loafer, Tim
Sends, who got my rope ready for me, I'll
bring Lim down here to the crick aud
souse his face in it. That rum-blossom
nose o' his'll make the water so hot that
it'1l kill il the fishes,"

“Belov-ed hearers—ah,” continued the
Elder, with his most effective croon, “the
prophecies in the Holy Book always come
true—ah, snd 8 one has come tru—auh,
Lt not in the way we expected—ah. In-
stid of our soldiers carrying the sword o’
the Lord from the widerness to the high
pleces of the Abolitionists, and spoiling
from one eend of their land even to tho
other eend of the land, the Lord has saw
fit to chasten us fer our slackness and

lukewnarmness—ah. We hain't l2id our
hands to the plow ns we should—nah, but
‘ve looked back to our own selfish interests
—ah—to onr farms an’ homes—ah; to our
ease and safcty—ah. So, the hosts o
Belial have for a space prevail s
They've done took Atlanty—ah, an’
burned hit to the groand—ah, and air now
gpreading over the land—ah, devouring hit
from one eend—ah, even to the other
eend—ah. Now, I come among you to-day
——ah, vot with the Word, but with the
sword—ah; not to preach peace—ah, but
fer war—ah., You have not went to war
before—ah, bekase that meant leavin' yer
homes-—ah, which yo' claimed yon couldn’t
well do—ah. Now, the sons of Heelzebub
have come to yer homes—ah, and you will
not have to go nway to fight them—ah.
They're right over the hill thar—ah. '

Tim Seads, Tite Brown and some of the
rest showed very evident signs of alarm at
this announcement. They lost interest in
the speech. and began to shamble off.

“Now, belov-ed friends and brethern—
ah,” continued the Elder, after wiping his
face with his bandana, “rouse yerselves to
battle fer yer freedom and yer firesides—

ah. March at once to attack the brutal
invader—ah., Rush upon him wherever
von kin find him—ah; shoot him down

whenever yon kin see him—ah. Do hit at
once—ah.  Within this very hour—ah.
He's right over thar, and you kin not help

finding him, ah, Show him no quarter—

make the Sergeant change it to hanging,
instead,” Harry conseled him. “Being
shot’s a soldier's death. Mebbe he won't
think you deserve it, Bit down there.™

“But the ground's cold and wet. I'll
ketch my death o cold,” expostulated the
Elder.

“Do ns he tells you, and at once,” said
Shorty, bringing hms heavy hand down
npon the Elder's shonlder. “You needn't
bother about cold. In 15 minutes you'll
be where it's wurm cnough.”

The Elder's knees bent under Shorty's
grip, and he sat down violently. but he
riised himseclf a little, pulled out his ban-
dana and a wallet of papers, nhd earefully
placed them under him, to shield him from
the chill, wet soil, groaning:

“This's one of the trials o the Lord's
follerers. I must endore hit."

“*Now, Shorty,” said Si, after he bhad
ot the crowd settled down, and he and his
rompanions had picked out the rest of the
would-be hangmen, “you take these eight
zents, who was so unxious to string us up,
and make "em do one job of hotest work in
their lives, Make ‘em gather up them
empty whisky barrels, and all the truck
around here, and pile it in and around that
ealaboose, so that it'll be sure to bum to
the ground. Then set it and that grocery
a-fire. . Hurry up, for we've no time to
waste."”

The eight loafers had never done so
much hard work in a day as they did in

il

“FORWARD, DOUBLE-QUICK, LEFT INTO
LINE MARCH!" sHOUTED SL

ah. Smite him, hip-and-thigh, as Joshun
done the Amalekites—ah. [I'd be gind to
go with you, belov-ed brethren, and die
iwending you in defense of yer homes—ah,
put I must go on, and rouse the people
elsewhere—ah, 1 long to put myself at ye
head—ah, and"

“Forward, donble-quick, left into line—
MARCH! shouted Si. They all dashec
up in front of the tavern, and came to
Lialt with guns leveled.

“Ialt, there. Throw up your hands
every one of son. Don't one of you move,
on your lives," sterply commanded 8i,
bringing his Springtield to bear on the
Elder.

“4), for the Lord's sake, don't shoot,
Mister,” begged the Elder, *“Don't shoot.
I'm a minister o' the Gospel. I'm a man o
peuce. | hain't peyver had nothing t° de
with the army.”

“Purty preacher you are,” said Shorty
“You old whangdoodle hyena. Hell's fu
of a nughty sight better men than you
are.

Pete and Sandy charged up with shrili
yells, catching Tite Brown an+d Tim Seads
i the midst of 4 hasty retreat, and whip
ping them bock to the crowd with hickory
awitchea, The boys had their gous, with
their bridles, in their left hands, and long
withes in their right.

“Ouch, that horts,” whined Tite. “You
orteut t' hit & man that-a-way what neve:
done nothing t' yo'uns.”

“Say, my good young friend,” pleaded
the reid-nosed Tim Scads, “you orter be
keerful "hout striking a white man and a
gentleman, I'm an older mun'n yo' ait,
and father of u family,”

“Nice father you are, you old swill-tub,”
said Sandy, giving him another vicious cut.
“If 1 had a yaller dog that’'d own you for
a father I'd Kil him. Get back to the
rest, before I do worse to you. Get, 1
E4Y.

~*Say,” implored Tim, “you rayly ortent
t" sirike a white man with a whip afore
niggers, Tain't decent, "T'will take away
all their respect.”

Pete and Sandy locked around, They
had been so absorbed in watching Si's
movements that they bad not noticed that

Uncle Ephraim and Aunt Mioerva, fol-
lowed by the rest of Mr. Benjamin Small's
negroes, had come up close behind and
were eager spectntors of events.,

“Strike you with a whip, you worthless
old soak," sheuted Saudy. *“Lose the re-
spect of the niggers! You were crazy to
haug a white min, whose finger nall was
worth more than your rum-pickled old
careass,  Huostle, Don't wuste time talk-
ing, or I won't leave a well place on you.”

“Glory to God,” shouted Aunt Minerva
Ann, “dat I've libbed long enough t' see
ele Tim Scads walloped. He de meanest
pup dat ebber sucked nigs. He meaner'n
ary nigger dat ebber wore wool. He pur-
tend ' be o gemmen, and steal de coppers
offen a daid nigger's eyes. He lay 'wake
nights t' t'ink ob cossedness t' do ' a pore
nigger. De only wuk he'd ebber do would
be t' iine de patterole, jist fo' de fun ob
lickin' niggers. He lick me w'en 1 wuz a
leetle gul, just fo' de fun ob hearic' me
holler. Hit him agnin, young mas’r."”

“There's & welt for the sake of Aunt
Minerva Ann, and there's another for Un-
clo Ephraim,” said Sandy, bringing down
his withe with all his sirength.

“Hit him a few for me, Handy,” said
8I, “and don't let ‘em be love taps,
neither. Then you might add a few for
the neighborhood. He's bin a bore and o
nuissnce to it ull his worthless life,”

“He ain't gittin’ a lick amiss,” remark-
ad the Elder, in an undertone to the man
next to him. He was beginning to recover
a little from his fright, for Si's atteation
hnd been directed away from him, and the
dreadful muzsle of that Springfield rifle
wus pointed elsewheres than toward his
Lead. *“Though 1 hate t' see hit done by
Yankees, an' ufore the niggers, The way
I've wrastled t' no effect with that onre-
generute, desartless, guzzlin® ole sinner, an’
tried t* win him from his evil ways. e's
mocked at me, fer a chicken-eatin® hoss-
tradin’ ele hypocrite, an' now a judgment
has come onto him fer his railin® ag'in a
minjster o' the Lord."

“Now,” sald Si, addressing the crowd,
“I wasnt you all to mosey over there to
them trees that you fixed up to hang us
lust Augunst, and set down flat on the
ground. Forward—March!”

The ecrowd jooked at one another, but
the boys were in a hurry, and bustled thema

along in no gentle way. The Lilder
brought up the rear as slowly and digai-
fiedly as gw could, with the muzzle of

Harry Joslyn's gun punching him in the
buck.

Do be keerful with that there gun, my
young friend,” remonstrated the Elder.
“{3uns wir orful things. You never know
when they're goln’ off."”

“You needn't be so blamed particular
about a few minutes, you old I!n!et of
fried chicken and wheat biscuits,” Harry
answered. “Or whether you're shot ac-
cidentally or on purpese. You're golng to
Le pretty soon, anyway.'

“You don't mean t' say that you think o°

shootin’ a reggerly ordained minister o' the

Gospel 7" gusped the Eider, “That'd be
wuss'n heathenism.”
“Well, mebbe, being a minister will

the next 10 minutes, with Shorty, a long
switch in hiz hand, moving among them
delivering =wishing cuts to animate them
to greater swiftness in gathering logs.
rnils, barrels, boxes, and other fuel to heap
n and wround the old juil.

“Another judgment on the wicked," said
the Elder, as he saw the flames roll up
from the groggery. “Hit supports me in
my trials U’ see that evil place destroyed.
've preached ag'in hit fer years an’
propliesied hits destruction. [ never eould
sit a cent out o' anybody who went thar
wer the support o' the Gospel.”

His scare was disappearing. He felt
that the men wonld sate their vengeance
stherwise, and let him go.

“Glory to God!” shouted the negroes,
who were watching the samazing contla-
gration of two places so foll of dire asso-
cintions in their minds. “The Day eof
Judgment hab come, sartin.”

“Alf, come here,” said Si grimly, as,
having finisbed their work, the eizht pant-
ing loafers were again hauled up before
him by Shorty. ““‘Lhisw gent. here, whose
name I learned some months ago, is Mr.
Timothy Scads, a free and independent
citizen of Georgia, and an ornument to its
Socisty, haint drunk nearly as much water
in the course of his life as a decent man
should. You go and get that hoss bucket
full of water and a gourd, and ndminister
to him as mach water as you think his sys-
tem needs, to make up for lost time.”

The negroes roared, and even the whites
would have laughed, but that Si's set,
stern face forbade.

Tim Scads took the first two gonrdfuls
with avidity, for he was very hot and dry
from his labor. He swallowed the third
vith some effort, but pushed the fourth
away., “I've got all I kin hold,” he said.

“(), no; you're mistaken,” said Alf.
“You haven't hardly begun. This is only
the first bucketful, it ain't half empty, and
there's lots more in the well, If that gives
out, we'll got to the creck. Down with
it at onece.”

Tim gulped it down, and another one
with more difficnity. Then he begged:

“0, mister, 1 can’t drink no more. 1
rayly can’t. I feel my liver Hoatin’
‘ronnd, and tanglin' up with my gizzard.”

“0), ves, you can,” said Alf. “Let me
feel your pulse. Gracious, you ain't half
full yet. Down with this at once.”

Two more gourdfuls were forced down,
and I'im begged again:

“0, Lord, don't make me drink no more.
I kin feel the water runnin’ inter my lights
now, an’ drownin® out my heart. 1 can't
drink another mouthful.”

“0, yes, you can,” said the obhdurate
Alf. “Let me see your tongue. Just as 1
thought. You ain't balf full. The water
ain't up to your walst yet. You've got to
drink ungil it's level with your tecth, What
you think is water is only steam from your
hot coppers that hain't had any water
for years. You'll feel better after
vou've drunk this bucketful and another.
Open your mouth and down with this
gourdrul at once.”

“Et I drink another mouthful I'll either
bust or be water-logged for life,” whined
Tim. But Alf called Gid and Monty to
hold him and his nose, and forced a couple
more gourdfuls down him.

“I think he's got all he can hold for the
present, sir,” suld Alf, turning and gravely
saluting 8i. *“It's beginning to run out of
his ears."

“Yery good,” said Si, as gravely, return-
ing the salute., *“Take him aud the other
seven over te those trees, where they were
going to hang us, aud tie ench of them to a
tree.  Got those hickories ready, Corporal
Elliote?*

“Yes, sir,” said Shorty, saluting, and
showing eight substantial hickory withes,
which he had in the meanwhile ent from
the uuighboriu; second growth.

“YVery . said 8i. “Now, whipping
such trash as that is too dirty work for
Yunkee soldiers and geotlenien, You will
select elght able-hodied negroes from this
erowd, sud let them do it. Let them give
40 stripel. save one, as the Bible directs.
You will superintrm:i the job, and see that
they are well lnid on.”

Shorty selected a bow-legped, squatty
negro, with thick lips and 1 fat nose, but
strong arms, to devote himself to Tite

Brown.
The loufers yelled with pain as each
hlaw descended. and the negro women

shetited with excitement, sang snatches of
hymns and prayed.

“More desarved punishment I never
knowed,” commented the Elder, who now
felt comfortably certaln that this weuld
exhaust the vergeance of the Yankees, and
leave him unmolested and free. Hit's a
righteous judgment on them scalawags,
every one o’ which has bin itehin' fer jest
sich a skinnin’ all their lives. They haint
got hit a minnit too soen, or a lick too
many. More owdncious vagnbonds never
drawed the breath of a worthless life"

While this was going on Si moved
around, getting ready to start. He found
eight good horses in the lot, which he put
in charge of P’ete, SBandy, Alf and Gid,
with instruetions to start off down the

! would not give up Abednego, the mnle, for
any horse,

! As the whippers came from their task
they were monuted on some of the horses,
and Uncle Kphiraim was directed to follow,
and, conducted by Monty nond Harry, dis-
| appeared behind the curtamn of bushos nt
the bend of the road, leaving 8i and Shorty
alone with the crowd, leaning on their
muskets, in frout of the heavy curtain of
bushes,

“kider Hornblower,” said 8§, gravely,
“we've now tended to the lesser villaios,
and it comes your turn.”

“Don't call me a villain, young man,*
snid the Eilder, hotly. “I'm a wister o
the Guospel, an' a Magistrate unider the
Iaws o' Georgy. You huint got oothin® ¢
do with me. I'm a peaceable citizen, an’
never had nothin® ¢ do with the army,
Illl'.-"n;'m the law ' molest me in any
wny.

“Just now we're engaged in making new
Inws, Hider,” said Si, with an sir of pa-
tient explanation, “which same will apply
Lo your case."”

“But 1 wasn't gwine t' hang you,” ex-
postuiated the Elder, “Hit wos them fele
lers that you've done licked.”

“Elder Hornblower,” continued Si, with
the snme patient air, and repeating as weljl
as he could remember the turgid fulness
of the sonorous old indictments under the
criminal law of Indiana, “you have, being
instiguted by the devil, and not having the
fear of God before your eyes, been for
years wickedly, maiiciously., and with
wahice prepetise amd aforethought, mmpag-
g up and down the eountry, preach:
treason, sedition, munder, armson, 3:!
other things agninst the peace and dignity
of the United States of America, snd the
stntutes in those cases made nnd provided,
You deserve the dooni of all trastors, which
i3 death, and it has become our duty to
shoot you dend, dead, dead, as the law
directs, and may God have ou ey on your
sinful soul. Have you anything to iu}: be-
fore sentence is executed ¥

Si stopped and wiped his face, for the
prodigious mentnl effort had made him
sSweat,

“But you can’t shoot me.
shoot me. ['m a minister of the Gospel, 1
done tole you,” shouted the Kider, strug-
gling to his feet,

. Xou're not spenking to the question,
I-.Il-h-r, suid Shorty, examining the lock of
his gun. “We said we were Eving to
shoot you. That's settled, and no longer
debatable.  Any other remarks?”

“Elder,” suid Si, “we are in a great
hurry, and have no time to waste. We've
heard you, with our own ears, preaching
treason in its worst form. We've also
listened twice to your great sermon on the
spoliers from the wildernces, We're them,
Just #s the Bible deseribes, Now, havio
done your preaching, you ean pray, We'l
give you five minutes by the watch, count-
g from now, to do the best praying you
ever done in your life, for it will be your
inst. o over and kneel down by one of
them trees, where you were going to hang
us, and do your praying. You other men
go over and koeel down with him. Now,
at the end of five minutes I'll count three,
and at three we'll shoot. Hurry np now,
Your five minutes is pnssing.™

The Elder gave a despairing look nt the
stern, set faces of 8i and Shorty, without
finding in them & ray of mercy. Ciroaning
andibly, he went over, kneeled down be-
hind Tim Sends, and began prayiog in a
tone that echoed from the hills. The
others kuelt down in line with him, and
Si and Shorty exchanged covert grins at
noticing that they all carefully assumed
positions that would take them ouwt of
riuge of an illaimed shot at the Elder,
Fhey were certuin pot to get behind him,
or very near on either side.

Unconsciously, the Elder drifted inte
one of his regular, thunderous prayers,
which were so effective in his mestings,
He prayed for the success of the Southern
Confederacy and the utter Adestruction of
the Abelition hordes: for more blessings
and streugth to Jeff Davis, and confusion
and distress 1o Abrnhum Lincoln: for a
gEweeping away of the “Yunkee mercena-
ries,” as Senacherib’s hosts Lad been
swept away, and for victories for Lee and
Hood, like thuse which had biessed Joshua
and Gideon,

“One!” called out Si, when he had got
#ts much of this as he counld stand.

The Elder whirled about with hands up-
raised, and shouted:

“0, Mister, for God's sake, spare my
life. Remember my holy calling: remem-
ber my pescefnl charncter; rumember my
wife and fsmily; remember’™

“Turn around, there, and go nhead pray-
ing,” said Shorty. sighting at him; “yom
didn't remember our holy calling, our
peaceful character, our wives and children,
when you were egging oo that erowd to
bang us. Turn arvuud, there, or 'l shoog
you ut onece,”

The Eilder resumed his devotions, and
these on erther side of him began groaning,
shouting and praying in sympatby. The
vriekling of the burmng greggery, aud the
crash of the falling roof and wails of the
ail mingled with their volees.

The Eider bezun nungling with his invo-
cations for Heaveoly mercy, solicitntions
for blizhting curses on those souliess yvan-
duls who were to do him to death,

“Twol" called out S5i. “Next to last call
for eternity. Next station, the grave,”
ndded Shorty.

The Eider whirled about again, but im-
mediately whicted back, for he saw the
two guns at the boys’ faces, ready to fire,
and his voice was tremulous with fearful
emotion. His companions were now sim-
ply howling with agonized suspense,

8i and Shorty stepped noiseiessiy around
the sereen of bushes and disappeared. ‘The
precautions were neediess. "Lhe men were
all in such nervous terror thut they could
not have heard the march of a regiment,
A hundred rods awny the bovs could still
hear them groaniug, shouting and praying.
Then the partners run forward to the
horses, which they mounted, and led thelr
procession onwurd.

“We certainly zave them a bad half
hour,” said Si, as they jogged along. “But
1 doubt whether we made ‘em s much
misery as they made us., 1 pguess they
Enow npow that there's a God in Israel, [
wonder how long the Elder will keep up
his praying? One thing ['m surc of: his's
lost & mighty nice horse, and, 1 declure,
1 believe this is the same one [ took from
him before. It is, as sure’s I'm alive. The
next thing is as to what we're going to do
with Uncle Ephraim and Aunt Minerva
Ann. You know the orders nre strict
aguinst negroes following the army."”

“Well, orders or no orders, we've got to
tnke care of them, since they would coine
along,” answered Shorty. 1 believe Col.
MeGillicuddy’l]l help us out.”

“He cortainly will if he can. Anyway,
we can't let "em go buck there, 0Old Horn~
bhlower and hLis crowd would whip every
one o them to death, if he could get the
chance."”

You dassent

(To be continued.)
SR - —

The comrades of Western New York
are enthusiastically in favor of Col. Chas,
A. Orr, of Buffalo, for Commander of the
Diepartment of New York. They claim
that his deserving Is quite unusual, He
was born in 1848, and made two unsue-
cessful at‘empts at enlisting, before he
finally got In, in 1864, in the 187th N, Y,
He was then only 18. Within a month His
reginient waus in the fght at Hatcher's
Run, and he has received n medal of
konor for “distinguished gallantey.” He
was in all the fighting theoceforward un-
til Lee surrendered. e retorned to Buf-
falo after bheing mustered out, and bas
been B successful business mau ever since,
and is now Pension Agent there. He is a
member of Chapin Post, and has beea
its Commander cight years. He was ac-
tive in organizing the Memorial and Ex-
ecative Committee of Buffalo, and bas al-
ways been a hard worker in its rar!h.
He was Senior Vice ( Tummunder_ of New
York in 1888, Western New York has
had bLut one Department Commander, and
the Buffalo comrades think that it is now
time to have ancother, and Comrade Orr
is their unanimous choice.

Gen. Jas. H. Ruggles, one of the found-
ers of the Hepublican party, and whe
dratted the first Hepublican platform,
died, Feb. 9, In a sanitarium near Spring-
| field, 1iL, aged 81. He went into the
army as First Lieutenant in the lst ILiL

4 with them. He wanted Pete to take Cav., and was mustered out in 1564 a8
:\:: of the horses for himself, but Petel Lieutenant-Colonel of the 8d 1L Cav.




